
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

20th June 2021 
12th Sunday of the Year  Day of Prayer for Human Life (Special Collection taken) 
Vigil St Anne 5.30 pm    Laura Beatrice Robson 
10.00 am St Augustine    For the Parishioners 
Monday                 12.30 Funeral Mass for Sheila McCall 
Tuesday   SS John Fisher & Thomas More 10.am St Augustine’s    Leo Rooney 
Wednesday St Etheldreda, Abbess        10 am St Anne’s Ann Todd   
Thursday   The Nativity of St John the Baptist   James White 
Friday       Mary Dickinson 
13th Sunday of the Year  
Vigil St Anne 5.30 pm      For the Parishioners 
10.00 am St Augustine    Vincent Blackwood 
         

JOHN INGRAM PARTNERSHIP 
THE PARISHES  

OF ST ANNE AND ST AUGUSTINE 
GATESHEAD. 

Parish Priest and Dean: 
Father Paul Zielinski BD JCL. tel. 0191 

4384585 
Email address for Parish Office 

felling.staugustine@rcdhn.org.uk 
Deacon:  Reverend Patrick Jackson, BEM, 

paddy.jackson336@btinternet.com 
mobile 07800814589 

CHANGING TIMES 
"From Sunday 4th July, the new time for Sunday 

Mass at St Augustine’s will  begin at  9.15 am.  This 
will enable St Oswald’s Sunday Mass to start at 

11.15 am from Sunday 5th September.  The Saturday 
evening  (Sunday Vigil Mass)  at 5.30 pm will 

continue at St Anne's."  
Please remember that you will always be welcome at 
any of these three churches, which combined offer 

you a range of Mass times at a weekend.  
Also be assured that your offertory envelope will be 

returned to your geographical parish church 
whenever you attend a different church. 

 “TURNING TOWARDS THE LORD” (A repeat from last week for those who cannot receive emails) 
It has always been a legitimate option for a priest to offer Mass turned towards the Lord, even after the liturgical 
changes of Vatican II in the 1960's, and it has been explicitly approved by the Roman Congregation for Divine 
Worship. Bishop Robert on his recent visit to our two parishes was quizzed about this by a parishioner at St 
Anne's, and he told her that for 1,500 years priests faced in the same direction as the people during 
Mass. Afterwards he recommended a book to me, called "Turning Towards the Lord," written by a confrere of 
his in the Community of the Oratory (Uwe Michael Lang), which subsequently I obtained as a Kindle Edition, and I 
have read and taken some notes, which I would like to share with you in the bulletin this week, so that you can 
better understand the reasons for my choosing this option, referred to in Latin as 'Ad Orientem', 'Turned to the 
East.'  It is a very scholarly book with detailed historical analysis. and I would certainly encourage you to get a 
copy and read it in full. You will understand better that the priest is NOT "turning his back to the people" - rather 
he is turning himself to the Lord. It is available on Amazon. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must be turned to Him 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, turning our whole life towards the Lord. Every celebration of the Eucharist 
is 'ad laudem et gloriam nominis Dei, ad utilitatem, quoque nostram, totiusque Ecclesiae suae sanctae.' (to the 
praise and glory of God's name and for our own good and the good of His Holy Church). Theologically, therefore, 
the Mass is always facing God and facing the people. In the early Church there was a custom whereby the Bishop 
or the priest, after the homily, would cry out to the faithful 'Conversi ad Dominum' - 'Turn towards the Lord'.  This 
meant in the first place that they would turn towards the East, towards the Rising Sun, the sign of Christ's 
returning. Where this was not possible (to face the East because of the lay-out of the church) they would at least 
turn towards the image of Christ in the apse, or towards the Cross, so as to orient themselves inwardly towards 
the Lord. Fundamentally, this involved an interior event, conversion, the turning of the soul towards Jesus Christ, 
and thus towards the living God, towards the true Light. We can better understand, then, that when the priest at 
the start of the Preface calls out "Lift Up Your Hearts", we are being invited to lift our hearts/our souls high 
above all our misguided concerns, desires, anxieties and thoughtlessness. Let us lift up our hearts, lift up our inner 
selves. Let us turn ourselves towards the Lord. As you know, the Mass has two main parts: (1) the Liturgy of 
the Word of God - including the Homily (2) the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Historically and theologically, it makes a 
lot of sense for the priest to be facing the congregation for the first part of the Mass, which is catechetical in 
nature, that is teaching the Faith. Historically (for 1500 years in actual fact), and theologically, it makes a lot of 
sense for the priest to face the Lord, face in the same direction as the congregation during the second part of 
the Mass - the Preface and Eucharistic Prayer including the Consecration.  It is during this period that the priest is 
offering the bread and wine to God, and it makes sense for the priest to be turned towards God, to whom he is 
offering the gifts. I do believe that this very ancient and theologically sound liturgical practice will one day be 
restored and become once again widespread in the Church. It will have enormous benefits for both priests and 
people as to what and how they believe. You may be interested to know that Pope Benedict XVI wrote a Foreword 
to this book “Turning Towards the Lord,” that I shared some excerpts with you in last week’s Parish Bulletin, and 
so demonstrated his enthusiastic support for a much-needed reappraisal of how we celebrate Mass today. 
 

Grateful Thanks  
to Joan Limer (St Anne’s)  

for her faithful service, as she retires 
from being a Eucharistic minister. 

Your charitable prayers 
are requested for the repose of the 
soul of Sheila McCall who has died. 

May her soul and souls of all the 
faithful departed through the mercy 

of God rest in peace. Amen 

UPDATE AND ANALYSIS  
FROM OUR ST AUGUSTINE’S GIFT AID ORGANISER 

It is interesting to compare the following figures:- 
2018/19 £17952.49 gross receipts from taxpayers ( A normal year) 2019/20 £15183.55 
gross receipts from taxpayers ( This year was affected from the 23/03/20 by the first 
lockdown. 2020/21 £12572.66 gross receipts from taxpayers, (Most of this year was 
affected by three lockdowns and several easement over the rest of the year).Considering 
the events of the 2020/21 I was surprised that the total for the gift aid was 82.8% 
compared to 19/20 (£12572 over £15183). However, it is sobering to compare the total of 
18/19 to the subsequent years 19/20 which is 84%, (£15183 over £17952), 20/21 is 70% 
(£12572 over £17952)  The parishioners who have donated regularly throughout are to 
be commended. MARIA THOMPSON – GIFT AID ORGANISER. 

“I very much second that, Maria. My grateful thanks to all who have and are 
continuing to support the mission of their church during these times which have 

been very difficult for all of us. Thank you for your generosity. 
FATHER PAUL 

(For those wishing to support the mission of their church, bank details below) 

DONATE 
Direct from your bank account to:- 

EITHER 
DHN Felling St Augustine’s Church 

Sort Code: 40-34-18 
Account Number: 12010445 

--------------------0R--------------------- 
DHN Gateshead St Anne’s Church 

Sort Code: 40-34-18 
Account Number: 31164090 

Mill Hill Mission (Red) Boxes 
Could I ask those who still contribute 
using a Red Box to empty the box 
themselves and bring the funds to church 
labelled with your name. If you also 
include your telephone number, I can let 
you know how much you have collected. 
Many thanks for your continued help and 
support. If you are unable to bring your 
contributions to church, let me know and 
I will arrange to collect it.  

Christine Appleby 0191-4219120 

 


