
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14th March 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Vigil St Anne 5.30 pm    For the Parishioners   
10.00 am St Augustine    James White    
Monday        Veronica Phillips (SVP)  
Tuesday       John Pittiglio    
Wednesday St Patrick, Apostle of Ireland Dennis & Margaret Tighe 
Thursday  St Joseph, husband of B.V.M. Vincent Blackwood 
Friday  St Cuthbert, Patron of Diocese Theresa Rodgers (NBF)  
Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Vigil St Anne 5.30 pm      For the Parishioners.   
10.00 am St Augustine    Dennis Rogan 

 

JOHN INGRAM PARTNERSHIP 
 THE PARISHES OF ST ANNE  

AND ST AUGUSTINE 
GATESHEAD, 

Parish Priest and Dean:  
Father Paul Zielinski BD JCL. 

  tel. 0191 4693042.       
Email address for St Augustine’s: 
felling.staugustine@rcdhn.org.uk 

Email address for St Anne’s: 
gateshead.stanne@rcdhn.org.uk 

Deacon:  
Reverend Patrick Jackson, BEM,   

mobile 07800814589 

WEEKLY QUOTES 
 

‘True liberty is liberty to do what we ought to 
do. It is not liberty  
to do as we like.’  

(Field-Marshall Montgomery) 
‘Better to be a free bird than a captive king.’ 

(Danish proverb) 
From a parish newsletter inviting parishioners 
to a communal celebration of penance: “If you 

don’t have any sins, 
 bring a friend who does.” 

(Anon) 
‘The Sabbath is the golden clasp that binds 

together the volume of the week.’ 
(Macauley) 

‘Better a man ne’re be born, 
than he trims his nails on a Sunday morn.’ 

(Warwickshire: Traditional) 
‘Conscience warns us as a friend 
 before it punishes us as a judge.’ 

(King Stanislas I) 
‘Whenever I find myself in the cellar of 

affliction, I always look about for the wine.’ 
(Samuel Rutherford) 

‘Experience is not what happens to a man; it is 
what a man does  

with what happens to him.’ 
(A. Huxley) 

‘Put your trust in God but keep your powder 
dry.’ (Oliver Cromwell) 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for March: The sacrament of reconciliation 
When I go to confession, it is in order to be healed, to heal my soul. To leave with greater spiritual health. To pass 
from misery to mercy. The centre of confession is not the sins we declare but the divine love we receive, of which 

we are always in need. The centre of confession is Jesus who waits for us, who listens to us and forgives us. 
Remember this: In the heart of God, we come before our mistakes. And let us pray that we may experience the 
sacrament of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the forgiveness and infinite mercy of God. And let us 

pray that God may give his Church merciful priests and not torturers. 

 

 

The sacrament of Reconciliation 
 is available before Sunday Masses (up to 15 

minutes before Mass starts) and after Sunday 
Masses, in both churches. Fr Paul will be 

available at the front of the church and not in 
the Confessional.  

If you intend to go to Confession before Mass, 
please come to church 30 minutes early. 

Real Prayer 
The most simple rule for good prayer is honesty and humility. One can never go wrong with those 
two. Talk honestly to God. Don’t give God the self you think you’re supposed to be. Give God yourself 
in your nakedness, who you really are, even if that means giving God your anger or distractions. 
We used to try to avoid distractions. But it’s much better to use our distractions. If you’re obsessed 
with a thought all afternoon, that’s what you give to God. Lord, why am I so caught up with this 
fantasy? Why am I so caught up in this preoccupation? Why am I so worried about his bill or this 
mortgage or whatever it might be? Make that the subject of your prayer instead of trying to avoid it 
and getting into some spiritual or theological world. That’s the meaning of integrated, incarnational 
prayer. 
St Paul speaks of unceasing prayer. He’s not talking about us spending time thinking spiritual 
thoughts or even spending time thinking about God. Prayer is seeing what is in front of us in all its 
fullness. This is a truly secular, biblical, Hebrew form of prayer. It’s responding to life in a holistic way 
in the ways it comes to us. 
Instead of our life being a self-centred monologue, our life becomes a God-centred dialogue. Are 
your control needs, your fears, your guilt, your worries, your success needs in charge? Is Jesus your 
natural reference point, so that he reigns over your life? Then you’ve accepted the lordship of Jesus. 
It’s not a matter of having words, but of having a Centre beyond yourself. 

(from The Price of Peoplehood by Richard Rohr) 

The Process of Becoming a Christian 
No one becomes a Christian by his own unaided power. 
No one can make himself a Christian. It is not within 
the human being’s power to shape himself as it were 
into a great-souled person and finally into a Christian. 
On the contrary, the process of becoming a Christian 
begins only when a person sloughs off any illusion of 
independence and self-sufficiency; when he or she 
acknowledges that human beings do not create 
themselves and allow themselves to be led, as it were, 
to their own true selves. To be a Christian, then, means 
first and foremost that we acknowledge our own 
insufficiency and allow him – the Other who is God – to 
act in us … Adam imagined that he would be like God if 
he could subsist solely by his own power and could be 
self-sufficient in giving life to himself as he saw fit. In 
reality, such a mistaken quest of an imagined 
divinization leads to self-destruction, for even God 
himself … does not exist in isolated self-sufficiency but 
is fully divine only as infinitely needing and receiving in 
a dialogue of love and as giving himself freely and 
without limit. Human beings become like God only 
when they enter into this same movement; when they 
stop trying to create themselves and, instead, allow 
God to create them. 

(Dogma and Preaching pp 24-25. 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI) 


