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What it Means to Follow
What does “the following of
Christ” really mean? Is this following a real
possibility for modern men and women? Does
it perhaps even point out the only way of
becoming and being a human person? If so,
then a Christian may asset that the following
of Christ embodies the decisive possibility for
the human race, and that only this following
brings to light the real nature of the enigma
that is man … What does “the following of
Christ” mean? … “Following” is something
quite external but at the same time
something very interior as well. Something
external: an actual walking behind Jesus on
his journey around Palestine. Something
interior: a new direction for one’s life, which
no longer has business, the earning a
livelihood, and one’s own wishes and ideas as
its central points of reference but is
surrendered to the will of another, so that
being with this other and being at his disposal
are now the really important content of a
human existence … To follow really means to
go behind, to move in the direction
prescribed, even if this direction is completely
contrary to one’s own wishes. Precisely
because the word “follow” is meant so
literally, it affects the innermost depths of the
human person. The words “Follow me!”
contain, first of all, a summons to give up a
previous calling. At a deeper level, however,
they are a summons to give up one’s very self
in order to live entirely for him who, for his
part, willed to live entirely for the Word of
God: so much so that later reflection could
recognize in him the incarnate Word of God
himself.

WEEK BEGINNING 9th August 2020 Mass Intentions
19th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
Sunday Mass
For the Parishioners.
Monday St Laurence, Deacon
A Safe Confinement
Tuesday St Clare of Assisi
Special Intention (GS)
Wednesday
Marie Spoors
Thursday
David Askew
Friday St Maximilian Kolbe
Therese & Dario
Saturday
Holy Souls (SS)
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.
Sunday Mass
For the Parishioners

St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr. 1894 – 1941.

A Polish Franciscan, he did missionary work in his native country and in Japan. During the Nazi occupation of Poland, he gave shelter to many
hundred of Jewish and other refugees,and was eventually sent to Auschwitz concentration camp. While there, he offered to take the place of a
condemned man who had been randomly selected to die after an escape attempt had been foiled. In the days before his death, he was an
inspiration and encouragement to his fellow-victims He was canonised in 1982.

Generic Corona Virus Risk Assessment: a number of points for us to consider as we plan to re-open our churches.

The decision about re-opening rests with the Parish Priest in conjunction with those appointed by the diocese to risk-assess all
churches and if satisfied after inspection have issued a certificate. The first thing is that before a church can open, there must be
sufficient volunteers to deep clean the church twice before it can open and clean the church after EVERY SERVICE, sanitizing all
surfaces in preparation for the next Service. The diocese will deliver the necessary cleaning materials and PPE to the church for this
to be done correctly. People must book their place via a dedicated phone line to ensure they can join the congregation for Mass.
Each church will have a fixed maximum occupancy set by the diocese (St Augustine’s is fixed at 50 plus). “The plus” means that a
family bubble can sit together in a pew, which may increase the size of the congregation to over 50 on some occasions. There must
be two stewards present 30 minutes before a Service and throughout they will be on duty to make sure people enter one door and
exit another on each occasion sanitizing their hands. People will be taken to their place filling up from the front. At least one of the
stewards must have a DBS from the Safeguarding Department of the diocese. They will tick off from the booking list as each person
enters. This list (containing full name and contact telephone number) will be kept for 21 days and then destroyed, in case of an
outbreak of infections from the church gathering, and those present can be traced and self-isolate. In church, the obligation of
social distancing of 2 metres plus the wearing a face mask will be maintained by the stewards. Alternate pews will be roped off to
ensure 2 metres distancing and pews will be marked to indicate where one can sit. Good ventilation should be provided with open
windows and doors. No one will be allowed in the Sacristy, apart from the priest. No hymns, no votive candles will be allowed in
church – and only once-used leaflets that must be taken home after Mass. No singing. No shaking hands. No shared chalice. No
children’s liturgy. No lay-led Eucharistic Services. No congregating inside or outside after Mass. No hospitality after Mass. No Piety
shop/stall. No signing of Mass Cards. The celebration of Mass will take about 20-30 minutes. The sermon will be short and there
will be no bidding prayers. The priest and server(s) will wear masks and hands sanitized before the distribution of Communion.
Communicants will fully stretch out their arms to maintain distance from the priest and there will be a barrier. No words exchanged
as the Host is placed in the hand. One option is that Communion may be distributed right at the end of Mass and people will leave
the church immediately upon consuming the sacred Host. St Augustine’s has been inspected recently, but there is no date fixed yet
for opening. There will be a much-reduced number of Services in any event, and not at the usual times. With St Anne’s at this stage
we are looking to see if there will be sufficient volunteers for both cleaning/sanitizing and for stewarding. When that is established,
a risk assessment of the church will be arranged by the diocese in due course. The maximum occupancy there is likely to be 28 plus.

Catholic journalism at its
best …

The Universe

incorporating The Catholic
Times: world news, current
affairs, lifestyle
supplements and a
quarterly Education
supplement all available
each week digitally.
Subscribe today for the
Digital Edition ONLY £12 a
year. UNIVERSE MEDIA.
tel: 0161 820 5722.

Sacrament
of Reconciliation
(Confession)
It is now available in the
private and secluded
Presbytery garden at St
Augustine’s
(weather permitting).
Access through black
door next to Garage.
Please make an
appointment with
Father Paul at least a
day before, via email
or by phoning 0191
4693042.

