
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

WEEK BEGINNING 26th JULY 2020    Mass Intentions 
17th  SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
Sunday Mass     For the Parishioners. 
Monday    Stephen McGee  
Tuesday     Holy Souls (NAL)  
Wednesday  St Martha  David Askew 
Thursday     Edith Ritchie 
Friday     Holy Souls (NAL) 
Saturday  St Ignatius of Loyola Kathleen O’Malley 
18th   SUNDAY OF THE YEAR.  
Sunday Mass      For the Parishioners 
  

JOHN INGRAM PARTNERSHIP 
 THE PARISHES OF ST ANNE AND ST AUGUSTINE,  

GATESHEAD 
Parish Priest and Dean: Father Paul Zielinski BD JCL. 
  tel. 0191 4693042.       email: pjz48duke@gmail.com 

Deacon: Reverend Patrick Jackson, BEM,  mobile 07800814589 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  
is now available in the private and secluded Presbytery garden at 
St Augustine’s (weather permitting). Access through black door 
next to Garage. Please make an appointment with Father Paul at 

least a day before, via email or by phoning 0191 4693042. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS IN 2020 
 Parents and children will be wondering what is going to happen and when. At present, no firm 
dates can be given for first Holy Communions, given that our two churches are not yet open, and when 
the churches do open, they will be open initially for private prayer only. This period will enable the 
volunteers to gain experience and for parishioners to get used to the social distancing restrictions, 
when they are in church. We still await our turn to be inspected and given the green light by the 
Diocese. 
 The protocols for the reduction of risk of infection for church services will mean that the total 
number allowed in a church at any one time will be much reduced from normal, as the 2 metres social 
distancing is observed. We calculate that St Augustine’s will be allowed a maximum number of 50 
persons, when the church normally can hold 300. The stewards will ensure that the social distancing is 
observed in church. St Anne’s restricted number might be around 25. 
 One of the consequences of this restriction is that first Holy Communions cannot be celebrated 
with  the whole group of children at St Augustine’s. The group is simply too large to be accommodated. 
In all probability, it will be necessary to spread first Communion Masses over three or four consecutive 
Saturday mornings, and each family will be allowed only a limited number present. As no refreshments 
will be allowed in church, the usual hospitality offered after first Communion Mass will not take place. 
  Any practical arrangements will be made in conjunction with St Augustine’s Catholic Primary 
School, when the school re-opens in September, and perhaps at that point  we will be in a better 
position to fix some dates in the diary, and then the children and families can be informed. 
 With regard to St Anne’s children, it may be necessary for them to make first holy Communion 
at St Augustine’s, given the larger capacity of the church and the probability that St Anne’s may not be 
open yet. Again, things hopefully will become clearer in September, when St Anne’s Catholic Primary 
School has re-opened, and a firm date can be finalised, and children and families informed. 
 Please also read the attached document that contains the most up-to-date  protocols and 
regulations that must be observed for all Liturgical celebrations in church. 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION IN SEPTEMBER 
We hope to be able to offer parents the usual three consecutive 
Tuesday evenings in September for preparation for Baptism. 
Again, 2 metre social distancing will be required for these 
meetings. Nearer the time, we will announce on this parish 
bulletin the dates for these meetings. The number of people 
allowed in church for the actual celebration for Baptism will be 
restricted. Deacon Paddy Jackson will be in charge of these 
meetings with parents. 

THANK YOU FOR REMEMBERING YOUR CHURCH 
Thank you for your financial support (cash donations and weekly 
planned giving envelopes and your monthly donations via your 

bank) for the upkeep of your church during these months of 
lockdown. Thank you also any Mass Offerings/Intentions you 

have been able to put in. Currently, there are only a few in the 
Mass Register, so if you have any urgent need for a 

Special/Private Intention Mass, it can be said straightaway, or if 
you want a Mass offered for the anniversary of the death of a 
loved one, again this can be accommodated at short notice. 


