
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK BEGINNING 31st May 2020   MASS INTENTIONS 
PENTECOST 
Sunday    For the Parishioners 
Monday  Mary Mother of the Church Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Tuesday     Holy Souls (NAL)  
Wednesday Uganda Martyrs  Holy Souls (NAL) 
Thursday Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest  Murray Family  
Friday   St Boniface  Holy Souls (NAL) 
Saturday       Kathleen Derrick (S.S) 
MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Sunday    For the Parishioners 

Parish Priest and Dean: Father Paul Zielinski 
Parish Office :St Augustine’s Presbytery, 

 Wealcroft, Leam Lane, 
 Felling. NE10 8QS.  tel. 0191 4693042 

email: pjz48duke@gmail.com 
Deacon: Reverend Patrick Jackson 

 mobile 07800814589. Any requests for children’s baptism,  
please  contact Deacon Paddy. 

THE THIRTEENTH DAY For days people have been trekking the roads towards Fatima. The certainty of biting October winds and the threat of chilling rain, these and other hazards have not been able to deter the 
70,000 people who have set out to witness the great miracle for noon today, 13th October, by the Lady of the carrasqueira tree. The three children are confident, but Lucia’s parents are in a state of great anxiety. They fear for Lucia’s life, as 
there were rumours that the civil authorities had decided to explode a bomb near her and her two cousins during the apparition. Nevertheless, the families and the three children head for the Cova in heavy rain and down muddy paths. The 
large crowd under umbrellas are fervently praying when children arrive. The Liberal newspapers have given publicity, though trying to discredit the apparitions at the same time, thus the very large crowd made up of all professions and classes, 
of all shades of opinion, belief and unbelief. Newspaper reporters are present in the Cova too. The tree is now but a branchless trunk, but it had been decorated the night before with flowers and silk ribbons by Senhora Maria Carreira, the self-
appointed caretaker of this primitive, growing shrine. Moved by an inner impulse, Lucia asks the people to close their umbrellas and to recite the beads with her and her two cousins. This they gladly do, happy at the opportunity to pray with 
those who have seen Our Lady. A priest who has spent the night in the Cova is nearby, and when the time of noon passes, he become impatient, saying that the whole affair is an illusion, and everyone should go home. But Lucia, whose faith in 
the lovely Lady remains inflexible, refuses to move. Almost immediately Lucia shouts: “Silence! Silence! Our Lady is coming! We have just seen the flash of light!” It is exactly noon by the sun, though close to 1.30 pm according to the official 
government time. The bright light that Lucia and her two cousins see in the east advances rapidly toward the decorated stump of the carrasqueira tree, where it finally comes to rest. Once again, the lovely Lady of light stands in all her brilliant 
splendor before the blinking eyes of the enraptured seers. And again, they find themselves engulfed in the glowing light that emanates from the Lady. The children’s faces change and become more spiritual as the ecstatic power and ineffable 
beauty of the vision gradually pervades their bodies and souls. The fierce intensity of the light causes the seers to blink occasionally and lower their eyes. “What do you want of me?” Lucia asks. “I want a chapel built here in honour of the Lady 
of the Rosary. Continue without fail to say the beads every day. The war is going to end, and the soldiers will soon return to their homes.” “Will you tell me what your name is?” “I am the Lady of the Rosary,” comes the reply. Lucia asks for 
favours and cures for various people. “I will grant some of the requests but not all of them. They must amend their lives and ask forgiveness for their sins,” the Lady answers. “People must not offend Our Lord anymore, for He is already greatly 
offended.” These words are her parting request and mark the end of her visit. But the most dramatic episode is about to begin. Lucia looks at the sun, for as the Lady ascends in the direction of the east, she opens her hands and turns her 
palms upwards toward the centre of the sky. At this precise moment the rain stops, and the heavy grey clouds suddenly burst asunder, dashing to the sides in broken, transparent strips and puffs. From the Lady’s upturned palms rays of light 
are reflected upon the sun, which can be seen without discomfort by the naked eye as a spinning disc of brilliant glowing silver. The children now see the Lady of the Rosary standing to the right of the sun and she now wears a mantle of blue, 
and as she promised, now  to the left of the sun St Joseph with the Child Jesus standing at his right side. Both are dressed in red, and both blessing the world. This apparition of the Holy Family does not last long and is immediately followed by 
changes of light and a vision of Our Lord and Our Lady of Sorrows dressed in purple for Lucia alone to see, with Jesus making the sign of the cross over the people. The weird silver disc rapidly spinning on its own axis now casts off beams of 
coloured light in all directions Shafts of red light shoot out from the rim of the sun and colour the clouds, the earth, the trees, the people. Then shafts of violet, of blue, of yellow, and of other colours follow in succession and tint all these 
objects with the various hues of the rainbow. This grandiose spectacle is not just for the three seers, for this is the miracle the Lady from heaven promised she would perform and which she declared would be for all abundant proof of her 
apparitions. 70,000 amazed and tense faces are raised and pointed at the colourful spinning sun. They can look at it without pain or harm. It looks like a flat disc or plate than a sold ball which is rotating at a terrific speed. The silver disc glows 
with an intense rich brilliancy and radiates intense heat. After two or three minutes, it stops rotating and begins to tremble and roam within the opening in the clouds. Shortly it begins to whirl again, painting everything with great shafts of 
various colours, followed by more roaming in the clouds. The electrified crowd observe all this, and they see in the third exotic dance of the sun that it seems to have loosened itself from its moorings by its gyrations and is now falling from the 
sky. Indeed, it plunges in zigzag fashion toward the earth and the horrified spectators stare with terror and panic, for this soulless monster of scorching heat staggers implacably downward, getting bigger and warmer as it nears the earth. Cries 
of horror and anguish rise from all sides as the majority fall to their knees on the wet muddy ground. Tears of supplication and contrition stream down cheeks of men and women alike. But suddenly it halts its downward course and speedily 
reverses its zigzag path. It goes back to the heavens. There it stops moving and begins to shine again with its customary golden glow and its usual unbearable glare. Feelings of relief and joy come over the crowd. 12 miles away from Fatima, 
the people of Alburitel, a little mountaintop town also witness the Lady’s sign. It was also seen at various other places and by various people. At the Cova as the people mill around, there is joy and gratitude as well as astonishment and 
excitement visible on their faces. They have experienced exterior proof of God’s loving intervention that were truly astounding. Although everyone was wet through at the start of the dance of the sun, now all clothes are dry and people credit 
this to a special intervention of the Almighty. On this day there were innumerable spiritual marvels that operated in the depths of people’s souls, a tremendous outpouring of divine grace touching hearts and moving wills to bring people back 
to God or closer to Him, including the three seers. Francisco died in 1919 and Jacinta in 1920, during the international Spanish flu pandemic. Lucia dos Santos became a nun and lived until 2005. The two who died young were beatified on 13 
May 2000 by Pope John Paul II, and were canonised by Pope Francis on 13 May 2017, the hundredth anniversary of the first apparition. Lucia wrote down the three messages of Our Lady, one of which predicted the Second World War. The 
Third Secret of Fatima on single piece of paper was given to Pope Pius XII, was read by Pope John XIII and Pope Paul VI, but not published. It is now known that it predicted the terrible persecution of the Church throughout the worlds during 
the 20th Century and the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II, which took place in St Peter’s Square on 13th May 1981.  Pope St John Paul II credited Our Lady with deflecting the assassin’s bulletin away from vital organs and saving his 
life. He made a special pilgrimage of thanksgiving to Fatima and place the bullet in the crown of our Lady, where it remains today. Some say that not all the contents of the Third Secret of Fatima  have been made public, and that it predicted 
the current crisis of faith in the Church, the falling away by many Christians from true doctrine and the sacraments.  The central message of Fatima remains relevant today that we all need to pray more and do penance for the conversion of 
sinners.  Pope Francis has recently made the bishop of Fatima a Cardinal. OUR LADY OF FATIMA PRAY FOR US. 

   


