
 
 
 

WEEK BEGINNING 21st June 2020 
MASS INTENTIONS 

12th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  (Day of Prayer for Human Life) 
Sunday     For the Parishioners 
Monday       Lil McGuinness   
Tuesday  St Etheldreda, Abbess  Holy Souls (NAL)   
Wednesday The Nativity of St John the Baptist David Askew 
Thursday     Holy Souls (NAL) 
Friday       James White 
Saturday     Holy Souls (NAL)  
SS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
Sunday     For the Parishioners 

 

Parish Priest and Dean:  
Father Paul Zielinski 

Parish Office :St Augustine’s Presbytery, 
 Wealcroft, Leam Lane,  Felling. NE10 8QS.  

 tel. 0191 4693042 email: pjz48duke@gmail.com 
Deacon: Reverend Patrick Jackson 

 mobile 07800814589. Any requests for children’s 
baptism,  please  contact Deacon Paddy. 

Abortion statistics released by the Department for Health on 11 June 2020 show that, in England and Wales, there was a total of 209,519 abortions in 2019, an increase of 2% from 2018 when 
there were 205,295 abortions. The highest number of abortions ever was recorded for English and Welsh residents, with 207,384 abortions for English and Welsh residents, an increase of 
6,776 since 2018. The statistics also show that there were 3,183 disability-selective abortions in 2019. This represents a 53% increase compared to ten years ago in 2009 when there were 
2,085. 656 babies with Down’s syndrome were aborted in 2019. Bishop John Sherrington, lead Catholic bishop for life issues, said: “These abortion statistics continue to present an increasing 
and terrible human tragedy. Loss of life of this magnitude is shocking and distressing. “The mission of the Church and all who share our views continues to be to promote a culture of life 
centred on the dignity of every human life at all stages and in every condition, to support pregnant women, and to pray for those lives lost due to abortion and the women and men who live with 
the emotional and spiritual scars of abortion. “Why then, when we are clearly committed to the principles of love and care for the most vulnerable in society as has been shown during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, does English and Welsh law still permit abortion up to birth of children with disabilities? 656 babies with Down’s syndrome were aborted in 2019, others following 
diagnosis of minor conditions such as cleft lip, cleft palate, and clubfoot. “Why are women living in the most deprived areas more than twice as likely to have an abortion than those living in the 
least deprived areas? The lack of support for poorer pregnant women is a failure of care, duty, and love, and this needs to change. ‘Current abortion legislation needs urgent revision, 
especially to end discrimination against the disabled, lower the time limit under which abortions are currently allowed, and put a stop to sex-selective abortion. Women with unplanned 
pregnancies and those who have received a diagnosis that their unborn child has a disability require far more support from the Government, the medical profession, and health and social care 
services in the community. “The Catholic Church plays its part in providing support. 
“Each year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Day for Life. This year, our theme is ‘Choose Life’ – which focuses particularly on the protection of unborn children, and care and support for 
pregnant women. Prayer, the raising of awareness, the desire to change hearts and minds as well as a collection for pro-life work are part of this initiative.” 
This year, the Day for Life received the following blessing from the Holy Father: 
“His Holiness Pope Francis sends prayerful good wishes for the celebration of the 2020 Day for Life in England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The theme ‘Choose Life’ is particularly fitting 
in this twenty-fifth anniversary year of Saint John Paul II’s Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, which summoned the entire Church to be ‘a people of life and for life’ (n: 78). 
“In these days when our world faces the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic, the Holy Father asks the faithful to pray for all those families, volunteers and healthcare professionals 
committed, often heroically, to the care and healing of the suffering, and for all those who, amid the continuing ‘pandemic’ of poverty and war, work to uphold the God-given value and dignity of 
every human person. 
“It is his hope that amid the present crisis all will be led to a greater appreciation of the moral imperative to build a ‘culture of life’ marked by ever greater concern for nurturing, protecting and 
promoting the integral welfare of all God’s children, beginning with the most vulnerable. With these sentiments, the Holy Father gives the assurance of his closeness in prayer and cordially 
imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the Lord.” 
Bishop Sherrington added: “We must now strengthen our resolve to foster a culture of welcome and acceptance of new life, and to pray and work for better legal protections for pregnant women and the child in the 
womb.” Statistics The full Abortion Statistics for England and Wales 2019 are available from: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/ 
Related dayforlife.org   This year Day for Life‘s theme is ‘Choose Life’ – which focuses particularly on the protection of unborn children, 

 

YOUR CATHOLIC UNIVERSE 
Since 1st May it is now a 48 page combined edition of The Universe 
and the Catholic Times.  
You can arrange a print subscription direct to your door with FREE 
postage. Only £18 for 3 months. 
TO ORDER ON LINE VISIT: www.thecatholicuniverse.com/subscribe 
BY PHONE: please call 0161 820 5722. 
ORDER BY POST: send £18 cheque to The Universe Media Group, 2nd 
Floor, Oakland House, 76 Talbot Road, Salford, Manchester, M16 OPQ 

Your charitable prayers are requested for the repose 
of the soul of John Irving, who has died recently. 
May his soul and souls of the faithful departed, 

especially those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time, rest in peace. Amen, 

DEPOSITS IN THE POST BOX FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE CHURCHES  
Thanks to the Parishioners of St Augustine’s who gave cash donations of £387 during the month of May and to the Parishioners of St Anne’s 
who gave cash donations of £249. Thanks to all who have continued to donate directly through Standing Orders and those who have switched 
to this convenient method of regular giving by arranging a monthly donation from their bank account during these unprecedented and 
challenging times. Your regular support, in a spirit of Christian Stewardship, is still very much needed.  God will reward you.  Father Paul. 


