
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WEEK BEGINNING 24th May 2020   MASS INTENTIONS 
7th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday    For the Parishioners 
Monday St Bede the Venerable Margaret Seach recovery 
Tuesday     Anne & Pat McAllister 
Wednesday St Augustine of Canterbury  Spoors family 
Thursday     Monica Dorrity  
Friday    St Paul VI Pope  Holy Souls   
Saturday       Holy Souls (NAL)  
PENTECOST 
Sunday    For the Parishioners 
 

Parish Priest and Dean: Father Paul Zielinski 
Parish Office :St Augustine’s Presbytery, 

 Wealcroft, Leam Lane, 
 Felling. NE10 8QS.  tel. 0191 4693042 

email: pjz48duke@gmail.com 
Deacon: Reverend Patrick Jackson 

 mobile 07800814589. Any requests for children’s baptism,  
please  contact Deacon Paddy. 

 

THE THIRTEENTH DAY 
The children always regret the moment when they must leave the meadows, their quiet prayer and their reminiscing about the beautiful Lady and her messages and return to the torture of endless questioning from everyone around, 
especially the clergy, some of whom ridiculed the children’s replies. But some clergy are very kind and even helpful, who suggest the Pope needs their prayers. Jacinta especially developed a great concern for the Pope. In 1910 the 
freethinkers and the anti-clericals overthrew the Catholic monarchy and seized power, establishing a Republic and they turn to Artur de Oliveira Santos the local government administrator to put pressure on the children to neutralise this 
revival of interest in religion, as they wanted to destroy Catholicism in Portugal in two or three generations. He interrogates all three of them at the Town Hall, and then later at the parish rectory enlisting the priest to question them, but 
neither he nor the priest can get them to reveal the Lady’s secret messages. They prefer death itself to betrayal of the Lady’s secrets or to fail to keep their Cova da Iria midday appointment on August 13th .  Everyone is heading for Fatima, 
some walking for days to get there, a total of 18,000. But as the crowds are gathering, the government official takes the children to his house to put further pressure on them in an attempt to prove this is all just medieval superstition and 
delay them getting to the place of the apparitions. When the crowds hear that the children have been kidnapped, they are seething with anger. But right on 12 noon their attention turns to the hallowed carrasqueira tree, as they hear a clap 
of thunder followed by a bright flash of light near the tree, and the sun loses its brilliance and the atmosphere becomes hazy. Some people cry, “Look, look!” as they observe a small whitish cloud form around the trunk of the tree of the 
apparitions. For several minutes it hovers about the tree, then rises into the air and melts away, and the clouds in the sky start changing colour rapidly, becoming rose, yellow, blue. The people appear tinted with these same hues, and the 
trees and stones too. When things return to normal, the crowd’s concern for the children returns and they turn into an infuriated and dangerous mob and they set out in the direction of Fatima, but gradually disperse without doing harm to 
anyone. But the administrator has locked the children in the public gaol in an attempt to terrorize them with the threat of roasting them in boiling oil. This fails to extract the secret from them, and he returns them to his home, where they 
spend the night in the same room. Defeated he returns to the children to their families the next day, but threatening that if they return to the Cova, he will kidnap them again. The following Sunday toward four in the afternoon, Lucia and 
Francisco come together at the Cova just as the paling of the sun and the cooling of the air takes place and sensing something supernatural is about to take place, they send someone to fetch Jacinta who is at her grandmother’s. As soon as 
all three are together, the heavenly visitor appears with a dazzling light. Lucia asks, “What do you want of me?” “I want you to continue to go to the Cova da Iria on the thirteenth of the month and to keep on reciting the beads every day.” 
Our Lady knows that the children had much to suffer recently. To restore their peace of mind and heart, she repeats the promise she made on July 13: “In the last month, I will perform a miracle so that all may believe. On October 13 the 
Child Jesus will come with Saint Joseph to bless the world. And the Lord will come to give peace to the world.” “Pray, pray very much,” she says as her features take on a look of great sadness, “and make sacrifices for sinners, for many souls 
go to hell because they have no one to make sacrifices and to pray for them.”  Then the children’s rapture of ten minutes comes to an end as the Lady of light glides silently and majestically toward the east. The intervening days between 
August 19 and September 13 are days of increasing penance for the little seers, with interminable interrogations by curious visitors, and Lucia had a difficult time in her own family, though her mother’s disbelief begins to wane. The three 
children carry out the Lady’s request and they pray continually and perform acts of mortification for numerous souls menaced by the flaming sea of hell. It is Jacinta, the youngest of the group, who is the most active in discovering and 
suggesting sacrifices, though all three seers are truly zealous for the salvation of souls. Jacinta, who was a spoiled child and who formerly thought only of herself, has been given a special grace from Our Lady and has truly become a heroine 
of self-sacrifice. Now her soul’s preoccupation is to save souls from falling into the unending fire of hell. When September 13th arrives, the pilgrims numbered 30,000, some giving up three days of work to journey to Fatima, many on foot. 
Vainly the government troops have attempted to block the roads to the Cova da Iria. At 10 am on Thursday 13th September the natural amphitheatre of the Cova da Iria was a sea of people, and the roads blocked with vehicles of every kind. 
Everyone wants to be close to the tree of apparitions.  The three children arrive. Now they can lift their hearts to God in prayer and prepare their distraught souls for the visit of their sweet and beautiful Lady. Lucia, aged 10, with assurance 
and calm self-possession, turns to the crowd and asks the people to say the Rosary, and leads them in it. Exactly at noon at the pealing of the Angelus from the parish belfry, the sun loses its customary glow and the atmosphere assumes a 
golden tint seen on previous occasions. The sun grows dimmer and dimmer, fading to such a degree that some can see the moon and the stars. A globe of light advances from east to west, gliding slowly down the valley. The crowd sees this 
as it approaches the children. The crowd gaze in awe and astonishment as a lovely white cloud forms about the tree and the three children, and out of a cloudless sky a shower of mysterious shiny white petals commences to fall. These 
white glistening balls come down from above in the midst of a great jet of light, which has its origin high in the skies, and the rays broaden as they approach the amazed throng. The glistening globules grow smaller and smaller as they near 
them and they fade away before people can reach out to catch them. The children are now looking at the Lady who is charming as ever, her face with a serious and grave look. “Continue to say the beads so as to bring the end of the war. In 
October, Our Lord will come, and so will Our Lady of Sorrows and Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Saint Joseph will also come with the Child Jesus to bless the world.” Then the lines of her face soften and with great tenderness in her voice she 
continues: “God is pleased with your sacrifice, but He does not want you to sleep with the rope. Wear it only during the day.” (The children had been wearing this round their waste next to their skin as a penance). The Lady requests that a 
chapel be built in the Cova in honour of Our Lady of the Rosary. “In October I will perform a miracle, so that all may believe!” Many in the crowd seeing the extraordinary phenomena on this and previous occasions are convinced  they are 
miraculous and fully authenticate the little shepherds’ story. (…..the true story of Fatima  concludes next week with the final October apparition and the miracle of the sun…….) 

  


